
Vernon County Agricultural and Extension Education Committee 

 
Monthly Meeting Minutes – April 11, 2019 

11:00 a.m. – Erlandson Office Building 

 

Chairman Kevin Larson called the meeting to order at 11:40 a.m. in the 2nd Floor Conference Room of the Erlandson 

Building. Present were: Kevin Larson, Will Beitlich, Rod Ofte, Kelli Mitchell, Frank Easterday, Ashley Olson, Emery 

Bork and Linda Morrison. 

 

The public meeting notice was emailed to the Vernon County Computer Department and faxed to the County Clerk on 

March 29, 2019. 

 

Mitchell moved, Beitlich seconded, to approve the February 14, 2019 minutes as printed. Motion carried. 

 

The next meeting date for the committee is set for May 9, 2019 at 11:00 a.m. in the UW-Extension 2nd floor conference 

room. 

 

No visitors from the public were in attendance. 

 

Mitchell moved, Beitlich seconded to approve the 2019 March Office Operation Expenses of $530.16. Motion carried.  

Mitchell moved, Beitlich seconded to approve the 2019 March Teen Court Expenses of $889.71. Motion carried. 

 

Ag Educator Report: 

 

 Finished “Shifting Gears” Programming. Would like to take some of this program and put into future 

programming or meetings.  

 Part of a farm stress work group with Extension colleagues and working on getting programming to producers late 

summer/early fall.  

 Working with Dairy Promotions for dairy breakfast education tent and other duties.   

 Working on farm safety and milking prep training with WWTC. Going to have on farm training later this month.  

 Conducting YQCA training here on April 16th. Also may hold another BQA Training.  

 Attended Vernon County Cattlemen’s annual meeting and gave Extension Highlights. 

 Attending Vernon County Emergency Management meeting April 15th and UW -JCEP Professional 

Development Conference April 24th and 25th in Stevens Point. 

 Land rents, cost of production, hay prices, greenhouse and insect questions are becoming very frequent to the 

office.  

 

4-H Coordinator Report: 

 

 Kicked off the Small Animal Committee with our first meeting. Encouraging projects to come up with activities 

and think about education 

 Parent Leader Federation meetings: bylaw review scheduled for this year. Going through all of the bylaws and 

creating/deleting policies. Established calendar of priorities. 

 Leader Retreat is scheduled for this Sunday, we will be talking about 4-H’s international program and hosting, 

and then troubleshooting some issues that have come up with some of the clubs 

 Conducted an officer training for the new youth officers for Seas Branch Smithies 

 Conducted Volunteer in Preparation Trainings for Liberty Pole Boosters, and one on one scheduled trainings in 

my office 

 Visited and presented about rabbits to the Enterprise Eagles 4-H group 

 Working with Bill Marohl to write grants for the new rabbit and chicken housing at the fairgrounds. I’ve ordered 

and am working on cage delivery. I’m involving the 4-H clubs in working with them to come to the fairground to 

assemble the cages as a community service project. One club is also fundraising to help with the set up. 

 Was able to recruit a few new families to join 4-H via Facebook marketing, working on a pull-tab sheet to be 

hung at businesses 



Vernon County Agricultural and Extension Education Committee 

 
 Upcoming Events that I’m running or will be involved in that I’m working on now: Super Saturday (June 8th), 

Rabbits R Us Rabbit Show (April 28), Chick ID Night (April 22), Camp Counselor Training (June 11), Grilled 

Cheese Competition for Dairy Breakfast 

 

FoodWIse Coordinator Report: 

 

 Taught 3 parent events last month, head start being one (a new location for programing).  Partnered with different 

groups for the school lessons (PTO, Crawford Cty 4H) 

 Started Kickapoo Elem. 2-4th grades last month 

 Attended Multicultural Awareness Program in Madison. 

 Attended the Crawford County Food Service Meeting in which ideas are shared for different strategies to improve 

recipes, environment, etc. to nudge students to try new foods/choose healthier foods. 

 

Ofte complimented Olson and Bork on the good work that they have been doing and to keep it up. 

 

There was a brief discussion on the 2019 Dairy Breakfast being held at the Dale and Brenda Torgerson farm.  Ofte made a 

motion to approve collecting Dairy Breakfast donation monies through the UW-Extension Office with Linda Morrison 

handling the monies during regular office hours.  Motion seconded by Easterday.  Motion carried. 

 

Area Director – Division of Extension Report:  

 

Saxe was unable to attend the committee meeting due to the inclement weather, but he emailed some information to be 

shared with the committee.  Larson updated the committee: 

 

 The FoodWIse Coordinator is moving forward.  This week Saxe received the last of the key approvals from 

administration and he is just waiting for the head of HR (Pam Dollard) to give her approval.  Then the posting 

process will begin. 

 

Teen Court Report 

 

Larson introduced Chuck Mulvaney-Kemp, Teen Court Coordinator, to all in attendance.  Chuck stated that more adult 

volunteers are needed and that there is adult training available for anyone interested.  He said there were 47 violations in 

2018 with 20% being alcohol related.  He said “vaping” is picking up and marijuana abuse is up a little more than usual. 

  

Some sanctions handed down end up with community service.  He asked the committee if they might have any ideas 

where these offenders could possibly serve their community service sentence.  Larson suggested maybe helping out at the 

Vernon County Fairgrounds.  Beitlich suggested the Stoddard Volunteer Fire Department.  Mitchell suggested the Fire 

Department or Hospital in the Hillsboro area.  Olson suggested the Coon Creek Canoe Races in August to maybe help out 

with clean-up on the day after the event. 

 

Chuck explained to the committee that there are teens who volunteer to serve as jurors for Teen Court who have been 

prior offenders.  This is very beneficial as they understand what the teens are going through.  He said they average about 

40 cases per year. 

 

Chuck handed out Teen Court Brochures to the committee supervisors and thanked them for letting him explain how Teen 

Court actually works.  

 

Beitlich moved, Mitchell seconded, to adjourn the meeting at 12:12 p.m.  Motion carried. 

 

Minutes submitted by:  Linda Morrison 


